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ABSTRACT 

Objective: This study examined the motif of “awakening” in Turkic poetry as a 

psychocultural process through which individual consciousness, historical memory, 

cultural identity, and collective self-understanding are symbolically reconfigured. 

Methods and Materials: A qualitative comparative literary design was used. Selected 

poetic and prose-literary texts from Ottoman-Turkish, Azerbaijani, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Tatar, 

and Uzbek traditions were examined through close textual reading, thematic analysis, 

stylistic interpretation, and historical-comparative contextualization, with particular 

attention to the Jadid and related enlightenment movements. 

Findings: Across the selected traditions, awakening repeatedly emerged through 

contrasts such as sleep–wakefulness, darkness–light, ignorance–knowledge, silence–

voice, and dependence–freedom. Although its local forms differed, the motif consistently 

linked personal transformation with collective renewal, language preservation, 

education, historical memory, and national identity. In early twentieth-century poetry, 

these symbolic oppositions frequently converted literary discourse into a vehicle for 

social reflection and cultural mobilization. 

Conclusion: The awakening motif functions as more than a recurrent literary image: it 

operates as a shared psychocultural framework for representing transformation of 

consciousness and identity across the Turkic world. Its durability reflects the continuing 

role of poetry in preserving cultural memory and articulating aspirations for intellectual, 

spiritual, and social renewal. 
Keywords: Awakening, Turkic Literature, National Consciousness, Cultural Memory, 

Identity, Poetic Texts. 
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